Lake Superior Citizens Fishery Advisory Committeeding
Chocolay Township Fire Hall Training Room
April 5, 2017
10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Committee members and Attendees:

Attendees for the April 5, 2017 meeting are ideadifon Attachment #1

Agenda:

See Attachment #2.

Minutes

Meeting minutes were recorded by George Madisdme minutes of each LSCFAC are posted
on the Michigan Department of Natural ResourcesRDiNebsite
(http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-65134 6%185169---,00.htm!

Intro:

Mylan Koski is the elected Chair of the Lake SupelCitizens Fishery Advisory Committee
(LSCFAC) and Mylan’s work duties have made it diffit for him to facilitate committee
meetings. Mylan was not present at this meetinigabked (prior to the meeting) that if any other
committee members would like to serve as Chaiwdeld relinquish his post. The question was
presented to all committee members to see if anylbadild like to serve as Chair. There were
no volunteers at this time. Members were tolddtimue to give the Chair posting more thought
and to contact Phil if they desired to fill thisguton.

Meeting agenda:

« Committee Business:

Committee members reviewed the 2016 LSCFAC meetimgutes and there were no
suggestions for edits, therefore the attendeesmemmded approval of April 2016 meeting
minutes which had support of all.

* Roundtable Stakeholder Summary:
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Copper Country Chapter Trout Unlimited, represenbtsd Travis White. This
organization consists of 115 members with projelcta include the Pilgrim River
Watershed Conservation Easement Project (1,308)aasewell as other projects and
programs.

Sand Point Charter, represented by Captain Bridmiden. Brian introduced himself
and said that he was here to listen and learn aheuAdvisory Committee. He also
expressed his desire to join the committee as abbeem

Michigan DNR Marquette and Thompson State Fish latg represented by Mr. Jan
VanAmberg. Jan reported that fish stocking hasubegith regular loads of fish
heading out of both hatcheries for destinationewer Michigan. Jan also talked about
Governor Snyder’s 2016 budget outlay for improvetsda the Little Manistee weir
and for the Thompson hatchery, through which wallayd muskellunge rearing ponds
will be developed at Thompson.



Isle Royale Boaters Association, represented bynBpdlarkham. Rodney spoke of
efforts to preserve dock usage and boating arcsladRioyale. This group started about
20 years ago and they regularly help National Faice staff with projects on the
island.

Copper Country Walleye Association, representeBags Rinkinen. This organization
is working to help bring back the walleye fishery Portage and Torch Lakes of
Houghton County. They also host a VFW kids fishimgrnament in February and in
July.

Upper Peninsula Sportsman Alliance, representeddfye Westerberg and Dale
McNamee. No updates were provided other than cemsnabout the US District
Court declared moratorium on depredation of cormista

Fred Waara Chapter Trout Unlimited, representedifmyCantrill. This organization
covers a central Upper Peninsula service arealbois working with the Iron County
Watershed Coalition with projects on Cooks Run brosndles along with skyboom
clean-outs on the Paint River. They have a memlged$tapproximately 300 people.
The chapter has concerns about the 10-daily baaklrout regulation proposal.
South Shore Fishing Association, represented by®®eman. This organization has a
membership of approximately 270 people and theykwompreserve watersheds and
sport fishing along the south shore of Lake Superithe group sponsors a summer
kids fishing day as well as an early fall veteréisbing day. The club is concerned
about impacts to the Chocolay River from the floadnage of July 2016, and they are
also concerned about the cessation of Chinook sabtarking in Lake Superior.
Black River Harbor Boating Club, represented by Datkowski. Dan reports that
they have a good fishery for Coho and Lake Trowvéstern Lake Superior, and they
are seeing heavy tribal fishing pressure in thetens. They have concerns about
cessation of Chinook and brown trout stocking aicRIRiver Harbor, although it was
pointed out to Dan that they will be getting annalédcations of steelhead as well as
periodic allocations of fall fingerling brown trout

Central Upper Peninsula Sport Fishing Associatieptesented by Larry Argall. This
group is working to establish a memorial benchféomer Association president Ron
Laitinen, to be placed at the Big Eric’'s Campgraurihis memorial bench will be
placed in a manner to overlook the Huron Riverortmern Baraga County. Ron was
an active member of the club as well as a welleetgn angler who adopted the Huron
River as a place of special attention for bothifighand for habitat protection. On
another comment, Larry Argall mentioned that thedtsation would like to revisit the
prohibition of a boat launch at the Little Presdsie Natural Area, located on Lake
Superior just north of the City of Marquette. Lgsthe Association disagrees with the
cessation of Chinook stocking in Lake Superior.

Ottawa Sportsmen’s Club, represented by Russ Wjasin This club would like to
see continued stocking of splake in Keweenaw BRyss commented that the splake
fishing has been very good in Keweenaw Bay andimoedl stocking of splake will
keep this fishery strong.

Keweenaw Splake Anglers, represented by Tim GadpeFhis group is appreciative
of splake stocking in Copper Harbor and would tikéve sure that continued stocking
will occur. The group helps out with a kid’s fislgiday at the Swedetown Pond located
in the town of Calumet.



Michigan Sea Grant, represented by Ron Kinnunemm iRworking to address aquatic
invasive species prevention through commerce amaigih a bait industry review that
focuses on the prevention of invasives and VHSstrassion. Ron will be working
with the Michigan DNR to set up a Lake SuperiothEises Workshop which will be
held on the evening of May %4t the Chocolay Township Hall.

Alger County Fish and Game Alliance, represente®byg Scheuneman. This group
was established in 2002 after the 1836 Great Lakesént Agreement with the tribes.
They donated money to the US Forest Service in 200improvements to the Lake
Superior boating access site at the Brownstone affedu Train, however recent
erosion deterioration at this site necessitatesniaaie work needs to be done to render
this site usable. The Au Train boat launch isenily closed, which leaves no boating
access to Au Train Bay. This group also donatedeyndor an Alger County Sheriff’'s
Department hovercraft, and received a grant foctmstruction of a fishing pier at the
mouth of the Anna River in Munising Bay. Doug mengd that the steelhead stocking
in the Anna River has been working well and recomaisethat the annual stocking be
continued. Unfortunately for this club, memberspaticipation has been dwindling
and there are no new people to take over runniisgaityanization. Because of the
declining participation in this club, the Allianeell close down in June 2017.
Michigan DNR Law Enforcement Division, represenisdSkip Hagy, Marv Gerlach,
and Shannon VanPatten. These three conservafioarsfintroduced themselves and
did not have any round-table reports.

Michigan DNR-Fisheries Tribal Coordination Unitpresented by Dave Caroffino.
Dave said he will defer his round-table updateldms$i agenda presentation.

Michigan DNR-Fisheries Eastern Lake Superior Manag@ Unit, represented by
Cory Kovacs. Cory gave an update of Unit actigitéand activities with his role as
acting Lake Superior Units Manager.

e Committee Requested Topics:
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Isle Royale lake trout bag limit: There is a redieseview the opportunity to increase
the daily lake trout bag limit at Isle Royale fr@rfish to 5 fish. Fishing pressure is
very light off the waters of the island so an imsed harvest of lake trout will not
diminish the population of fish in this area. TNational Park Service allows only two
charter fisheries to operate in the nearshore watéh one charter fishing the north
side of the island and the second charter fishivegsbuth side of the island. It was
noted that this topic needs to be reviewed withNldonal Park Service, therefore a
timeline for a regulation change would be bestding for 2020.

Status of the proposed Lake Superior Keweenaw NatidMarine Sanctuary:
According to the National Marine Sanctuary webghe, Keweenaw did not appear in
any of the news/press releases, is not listeddesigination in progress, is not under
review, has not been declined, and has not bedwraitvn. So basically, there’s been
no action or progress on this. The Office of thed® Lakes was consulted and to their
knowledge this all conclusion was confirmed, addimaf there’s opposition from the
Bay Mills tribe regarding a proposed sanctuary aité/hitefish Point.

History of fish stocking in Lake Superior: Comraegtmembers reviewed a handout
that presented graphs showing the historic stockinjout and salmonids in Lake



Superior, viewed as snapshots from 1985, 1995, ,280& 2015. For comparative
reference, the corresponding sport harvests wesepted on the same graphs for these
fishes. The graphs illustrated how stocking ofr@bk and Brown Trout, in particular,
became far less effective in terms of recreatidraalest per fish stocked after the
1980s. Schneeberger’s interpretation is thatvtlais caused by the rebounding of lake
trout populations that became self-sustaining dutine 1990s. Lake trout became re-
stablished as the dominant native predator whichlvest adapted to the available prey
species in the lake.

» Michigan DNR Law Division, Great Lakes Enforcemélmit Update:

The Great Lakes Enforcement Unit staff consistsibopersonnel for the entire state, three
of whom are eligible to retire at any time. Thetwearrently has four patrol vessels. Over
the past 10 years, staff from this section of Lawigdon have been redirecting their work
on aquatic invasive species surveillance and eaefoent. Comparatively over the last 10
years, vessel hours are down 370% while invasieziep inspections, education and
complaints are up by 221% and tribal fishing efisrup considerably. Statewide, they
have conducted approximately 500 inspections cdmmggns in trade, pet stores, live food
markets, and live bait. Additional investigations red swamp crayfish have been
conducted in Asian food markets. Monies garnerethf2017 -2018 grant funding will
allow the unit to put a more directed focus on fibklowing themes: state commercial
fishing; tribal fishing; bait industry surveillancBays de Noc patrols; and a rewrite of the
state commercial fishing statute. For 2017 the has a funding request for adding 10
additional positions.

There was a brief update of the federal enforcenoérdan illegal commercial fishing
operation that was occurring in L’Anse. Fish maekiein this sting included walleye,
whitefish, lake sturgeon, which were commercialdught and marketed by both native
and non-native fishers. These fishers were ustsgfdocuments to broker and ship their
catches. While most of the commercially caugtt fiere netted in Keweenaw Bay and
western Lake Superior, there were also a large eugifwalleye that were harvested from
Little Bay de Noc. The arrest case has recenthgred prosecution phase of the
investigation and will include charges on two ttibghers. One wholesaler has already
been convicted and other wholesalers are yet thhsged.

The commercial fishing statute is undergoing a rewrhich will bring this law up to date
from when it was originally written in the 1920Since its origin, the statute has had minor
modifications in the 1970s, however in its currgliate the statute is confusing and difficult
to enforce. The rewrite will need to go throughk tegislative approval process before it
becomes final. There are two parts of stakehaldromfort of the rewrite: stakeholders
feel they should have been involved earlier inrtherite, and there is concern about “by-
catch” allowance of walleye and lake trout (5 lles pet for up to 20 nets with a cap of 100
Ibs per day).

» Lake Trout Mortality Study:
A handout was provided to meeting attendees preserarious talking points of the
recent Michigan DNR-Fisheries research study orkimgomortality of lake trout. This
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project concluded that hooking mortality of lakeut is approximately 41% which is
significantly higher than the 15% mortality ratéiested from a previous study. The more
recent work shows that mortality rates go up wittréasing surface water temperatures.
This new higher mortality rate estimate affectsal ddlowable Catch calculations for both
tribal commercial fishers and state licensed asgled 836 treaty-ceded waters.

10-Brook Trout Bag Limit NRC Resolution:

A short summary was provided regarding the 5-figinsus 10-fish brook trout daily
possession limit study that was intended to ruaubh the end of 2017. At the December
2016 Natural Resources Commission meeting, thedfdWildlife Subcommittee passed
a resolution to adopt a 10-brook trout daily posgeslimit regulation for the majority of
Upper Peninsula Type 1 rivers. Exceptions whichuMaemain under a 5-fish bag
regulation would possibly be allowed for riversagonended by staff or stakeholders. A
handout was provided showing a list and a map efstheams currently proposed to be
excluded from the 10-fish bag regulation. Theasdiscussion about what streams should
or should not be on the list and some committee lb@ermay choose to provide further
input directly to the NRC.

2020 Consent Decree for 1836 Great Lakes Waters:

Meeting attendees received an update on the sthplanning for the next Consent Decree
between the State of Michigan and the Native Anaeritcibes for Great Lakes waters of
the 1836 ceded territory of Michigan. The State been working to collect stakeholder
input, collect tribal input, and to begin broadescdssions with the tribes. Food web
changes in the lower Great Lakes may be an issafectdn complicate catch quota
allocation recommendations.

Chinook Salmon Fishery:

There was group discussion reminding everybody tathaurationale and science behind
the decision to discontinue Chinook salmon stocking.ake Superior. This topic was
discussed at the April 6, 2016 Lake Superior QitizEishery Advisory Committee spring
meeting with general acceptance. The return ratstmfked Chinook was so low and
recruitment of wild fish was so high, stocking wsnonstrated to be ineffective and not
a prudent use of license dollars. A check of apirof all attendees at this current meeting
again resulted in general acceptance of the dectsistop stocking. The Lake Superior
Chinook fishery will continue to be monitored tosare its viability into the future.

Michigan DNR Fisheries Division Strategic Plan:

Meeting attendees were presented with a summahedt012 Division strategic plan,
with a review of some of the goals, strategies, @njdctives. A new strategic plan will
be in the works for 2018, with an opportunity thésar to provide input on the. The
current 2012 — 2017 plan entitle@harting the Course: Fisheries Division's Frameéwor
for Managing Aquatic Resourcegdn be downloaded from the following website:
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/fshstrtpin3848 _7.pdf

Great Lakes Fishery Commission Meeting Highlights:

Highlights of the recent Great Lakes Fishery Consiois meeting in Ypsilanti were
summarized. Topics of interest included the statusea lamprey abundance in Lake
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Superior (populations of adults are above targetlrars, and wounding rates per 100 trout
are up from recent years). Also for Lake Supetioe, forage base is still very low, but
may be just a bit higher than 2015.

*  Wrap-up:
There was general discussion by all.

* Next meetings:
= October 4, 2017 (if emerging issues warrant hagingeeting)
= April 4, 2018




Attachment 1

Committee meeting attendees

Name Representing
Larry Argall Central Upper Peninsula Sportfishings@ciation
Jim Cantill Fred Waara Chapter Trout Unlimited

Dave Caroffino

MDNR Fisheries

Tim Gasperich

Keweenaw Splake Anglers

Marvin Gerlach

MDNR Law Enforcement

Skip Hagy

MDNR Law Enforcement

Brian Helminen

Sand Point Charter

Ron Kinnunen

Michigan Sea Grant

Cory Kovacs

MDNR Fisheries

George Madison

MDNR Fisheries

Rod Markham

Isle Royale Boaters Association

Dale McNamee

Upper Peninsula Sportsman's Alliance

Ken Ohman

South Shore Fishing Association

Ross Rinkinen

Copper Country Walleye Association

Doug Scheuneman

Alger County Fish & Game Sportaide

Phil Schneeberger

MDNR Fisheries

Dan Talkowski

Black River Harbor Boating Club

Jan VanAmberg

MDNR Fisheries

Shannon VanPatten

MDNR Law Enforcement

Russ Weisinger

Ottawa Sportsmens Club

Charles Westerberg

Upper Peninsula Sportsmananih

Travis White

Copper Country TU; Keweenaw Charters




Attachment 2
Meeting agenda

Mylan Koski, Chair

Alger County
Fish and Game Alliance

Bay Mills Indiam Community

Cenfral Upper Peninsula
Sport Fishing Association

Copper Country Trout
Unlimited

DMR Fisheries Division

DMR Law Enforcemeant
Diivision

Fisher Price Charters

Fred Waara Chapter Trout
Unlimited

Grand Marais Sportmans
Club

Fewsenaw Splake Anglers
Lake Superior Advisor
Lake Superior State
University Aquatic
Research Laboratory
Michigan Sea Grant

Michigan United
Conservation Clubs

Office of the Great Lakes

Saouth Shore Fishing
Association

Thilfs Fish Howss, Inc.

Upper Peninsula
Sportsman Alliance

Lake Superior Citizens Fishery Advisory Committee

A citizen-based committee charged to review and provide input and advice
relative to fishery goals, objectives and management plans for Lake Superior.
Members assist Fisheries Division in charting the future course of fisheries
management by providing voice to and for the diversity of citizens’ interests in the

Lake Superior basin.

Lake Superior Citizens Fishery Advisory Committee spring meeting,

.
o
u'

April 5, 2017, Chocolay Firehall Training Room, 10am-3pm

Meeting agenda

Committee business
o Review/approval of 2016 meeting minutes
o Committee Chair
Roundtable: committee member input to summarize the past
year and bring up any questions, issues, or areas of interest
Committee requested topics
o Lake Trout bag limit on Isle Royale
o National Maring Sanctuary status
o History of state fish stocking in Lake Superior
Updates:
o Law Enforcement Division
= 2016 in review
*» Federal sting operation
o Fisheries Division
= Commercial fisheries statute re-write
» Lake trout hooking mortality study results/implications
= 10-Brook Trout bag limit regulation/NRC resolution
= 2020 Consent Decree
*» Chinook Salmon fishery
= Division’s new strategic plan — statusfimeline
=  Cormorants
Great Lakes Fishery Commission meeting highlights

Documents sent prior to the meeting for review
= 2016 meeting minutes
= 2016 Creel Survey Results
» 2016 Commercial fisheries statistics
= 2017 Fish stocking prescriptions




